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The exTraordinarily mulTi-TalenTed 
DJ Havana Brown spins The decks 

alongside The world’s greaTesT.
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Havana Brown’s star just keeps on rising. The Melbourne 

born DJ, singer and dancer catapulted in to the spotlight 

in 2008 touring as a support for a string of high profile 

acts and became the first female DJ to sign a major label 

recording deal in Australia. Snapped up by Universal 

Music Australia, she has produced six volumes of her 

chart topping ‘Crave’ compilation series and last year 

made her recording debut with single ‘We Run the 

Night’. Reaching number five on the ARIA Singles Chart, 

the triple platinum success earnt her an ARIA nomination 

for Highest Selling Single.

But success often takes a convoluted passage. At the 

age of six, she started performing for family members, 

taking singing lessons, performing in dance troupes and 

cheerleading for Aussie Rules and basketball teams. It wasn’t 

until she left high school that she got stuck in to making her 

own tunes. Initially her sights were set on a singing career 

but somehow she ended up as a world-famous DJ! 

However, now she’s emerging from behind the decks 

to take back the mic which she says is exciting, nerve-

wracking and intimidating. Her single ‘We Run the 

Night’ has been ‘created for both the clubs and the 

radio,’ she reveals. ‘That was really important for me and 

it was very difficult to pull off. As for the track, it’s about 

how music makes me feel.’

With an impressive resume under her belt, Havana lives 

up to her title as Australia’s number one female DJ. Having 

performed at a score of exclusive VIP parties and events, 

toured with music superstars such as Lady Gaga, The 

Pussycat Dolls, Rihanna and Britney Spears, Havana has 

also rocked the house down with Beyoncé, The Black 

Eyed Peas and Enrique Iglesias. She also boasts weekly 

radio mix-up shows on 2Day FM’s Party People program 

and abroad on France’s Radio FG dance network.

Well-known as a force to reckoned with on the DJ 

circuit, Havana has well and truly made her mark both 

in Australia and internationally, playing to adoring fans 

the world over. ‘I know I’m putting myself out there in a 

different way,’ Havana says of her own songs. ‘Originally 
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I was behind the console playing other people’s music 

but now I’m up front performing my own. I’m revealing 

myself – it’s like being naked.’

We caught up with the dazzling Havana and 

managed to sneak a peek in to the secret of her success as  

one of the world’s hottest DJs.

How did you originally get into DJ-ing?
HB: I started in London. I had moved over to London to join a 

group and we made an incredible album, signed with a major 

record label, were about to release the first single and then it all 

fell apart. That was the lowest point of my life. I was going out 

nearly every night to just feel close to music and dance. It made 

me so happy and I would forget all my troubles. That is where 

I opened my mind and realized I was listening to the DJs. I 

thought, ‘I want to do that’! That very moment changed my life.  

Is it all that you imagined it would be?
HB: It’s more! I didn’t know that I would be able to make such 

an incredible career out of it. I am doing what I’m passionate about 

every single day. I am doing things that I had dreamed of.  

 

what do you love most about your job?
HB: That my job is to be immersed in music. But you can’t really 

call that a job, can you? I’m very blessed.

Is the lifestyle of an international DJ as 
glamorous as it seems from the outside?
HB: It is the best job in the world! There are so many awesome things 

that I’ve seen and experienced, and so many countries I’ve visited.  

My job is about having fun. Although, yes it is long hours, 

lots of flights and lots of flight delays. When you haven’t had 

much sleep, trust me, that part is not very glamorous.

what’s an amazing experience that you’ve had, 
that made you think ‘wow, I can’t believe this is 
happening to me’?
HB: Filming my first video for ‘We Run The Night’. It was 

something that I’ve dreamt about doing my whole life.
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Positive
hard-working
determined

happy

What three words best describe you as a DJ?

What three words best describe you as a woman?

passionate
energetic
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What do you think has been the ‘secret’ 
 to your success?  
HB: Being prepared for the opportunities that came 

my way, that’s why hard work is so important. The 

reason hard work is so important in this industry is 

because you never know when an opportunity will  

arise; if you’re not ready it can do more harm than you 

think. It’s such a small industry.

Do you enjoy fame? 
HB: I have no problems to be honest. I can’t be upset that 

people like or don’t like my work. I’m one of those lucky 

ones that people are just interested in my music and not 

who my boyfriend is.

What do you think is your biggest weakness and 
how do you try to overcome it?
HB: I like to do things at the last minute. There’s nothing I can 

do about that.I let it be, that’s how I work best.   

Is what you are doing now, always the dream 
you’d hoped to live?
HB: Absolutely! When I was growing up I just wanted to make 

something out of what I’m passionate about. There is no way I 

could do a 9 to 5 job and have someone tell me when I can have 

lunch. I always knew I’d work for myself.

Who has been your most inspirational/
motivational person or people in your life?
HB: My family! With their actions they taught me what hard 

work is all about. My parents came to Australia with very 

little and because they thought outside of the box, took 

risks and worked hard, they now live a very comfortable 

life. They also encouraged me to go after my dreams. My 

mum always told me that you can always go to university 

at any age but it would be harder to start a music career at 

age 30! So I was able to give it my all, having their full support.

Do you feel like you are (especially for young 
girls) a role model?
HB: I often receive messages from girls and guys from all over 

the world saying that I inspire them. I am flattered when I hear 

that, but sometimes it is a little daunting to know things I do  

can influence someone on the other side of the world.    

What three words best describe you as a DJ?
HB: Positive, hard-working, determined.

What three words best describe you as a 
woman?
HB: Passionate, energetic and happy

What advice do you have for people who have 
a dream for themselves?
HB: There is no such thing as LUCK. Luck is simply when 

preparation meets opportunity!
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