SUCCESS SPECIAL

PLAYGROUNDS
OF THE
RICH &
FAMOUS

Laucala Island, Fiji

If you’ve ever wanted to rub
shoulders with your favourite
celebrity, or sleep in the same
bed that Oprah Winfrey has,
then celebrate your success by
cracking open the piggy bank
and heading to the favourite
holiday playgrounds of the
rich and famous.

D

IETRICH MATESCHITZ’S
sanctuary in Fiji is not
called the ‘Garden of
Eden’ for nothing, having all the
luxury trappings that the cashed
up expect and the stunning
beauty to match. The Austrian
billionaire of Red Bull fame has
been welcoming guests to his
paradise since 2009. The 25 exotic
residences are all deliciously
private, and to keep things quiet,
occupancy is kept well below the
maximum capacity of 80. Often
the only paths you cross are with

the discreet and smiley faces of
the local staff. Take your pick of
blindingly white powdery sand
beaches, dazzling turquoise lagoons
and lush green mountains, and all
while resting under swaying palm
trees. Choose from superb culinary
delights, or relax in the spa that offers
a specifically designed menu. For
the more energetic; dive, snorkel,
sail, or play a round on the 18-hole
championship golf course. Former
guests include Oprah Winfrey and
Elle Macpherson. Prices start from
$4,200 per night. www.laucala.com
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Thornybush Private Game Reserve, South Africa

T

HORNYBUSH GAME RESERVE
is home to Africa’s big-five
– lion, leopard, elephant,
buffalo and rhino. And what better
way to see these kings of Africa but
from the lavish Royal Malewane
Luxury Safari Lodge located smack
bang in the middle of things on the
outskirts of Kruger National Park.
Royal Malewane Lodge offers the

ultimate game viewing experience with the very best
game rangers and skilled trackers. Spend the days
lazing around your own private pool and indulge
in spa treatments. Elton John and partner David
Furness love the Royal Suite that provides exquisite
meals, local beverages, game drives and the opulent
addition of a private butler, chef and complimentary
massages. Expect to pay around $6,960 per night for
either the Royal or Malewane suite.
www.royalmalewane.com

St Tropez, France

S

T TROPEZ on the famed
French Riviera has long
been ‘the’ destination for the
rich and famous. The streets are
packed with Ferraris and hordes
of eye candy wrapped in designer
labels. Pretty, rich, young and old
things sail in on swanky yachts
and ritzy hotels and villas fill with
partygoers. The longest and most
popular beach, Pampelonne, has
fuelled St Tropez’s fame since the
1950s. Sometimes up to 30,000
sun worshippers visit in a day
in the height of summer, and
billionaires laze on sun lounges
and sip champagne at one of
the 27 private beach clubs. A few
recognisables who have sailed in
include Naomi Campbell, Claudia
Schiffer, Elle Macpherson, Elton
John, Bono, Madonna, Mick
Jagger, Bruce Willis, Sly Stallone,
Johnny Depp and big-name
designers Armani, Hilfiger and
Versace. Why stay in a hotel when
you can pull up in a yacht? Rentals
begin at $3,115 per day, and can go
up to $200,000+ a week.
www.elmarine.com
FITNESS FIRST
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