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DIGITAL
DETOX
IN TASSIE’S
TARKINE
Leave life behind and
rejuvenate your senses
in the purest air
in the world.
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id you know that the cleanest air
in the world is found in the north
west of Tasmania? I’m not kidding. It’s
what researchers at the Bureau of
Meteorology and the CSIRO who jointly
run the Cape Grim Baseline Air Pollution
Station have found. Located in the path
of the Roaring Forties, the Cape Grim
station monitors air quality in Australia’s
largest temperate rainforest, the Tarkine,
deeming it the purest in the world.
Tassie has always been renowned for
it’s fresh air, but lack of pollution is not
only due to its low population, but also
its’ southerly latitude and position in the
Southern Ocean. The north west of the
isle is pretty low key in the development
stakes (if we ignore the mining issues,
that’s another story) but its the pollution
free westerly winds blowing halfway
across the globe without another land

D

mass in sight, that’s responsible for
cleansing the place – naturally.
I’m staying at Corinna Wilderness
Lodge, at the southern extremity of the
Tarkine on the Pieman River right where
the ‘Fatman’ barge, the only cable driven
vehicular barge in Tassie, makes the
north/south river crossing. There are no
televisions, phones, radios or clocks in
the accommodation or restaurant/pub,
and in the morning you’re more likely to
find freshly baked bread on your doorstep
than a newspaper. There’s also no need
to turn off mobile phones’ as there’s zero
service, not even Telstra’s technological
tendrils reach this far.
Home to aboriginal communities for
30,000 years, a gold rush in the late
1800s brought white settlers to the area
and Corinna town was established in
1894. The past is evident in the few

original remaining buildings such as the
old pub and the butcher’s shop, which
makes it the only surviving remote
historical mining settlement in the state.
The Tarkine region covers about
450,000 hectares and is rich in biological
diversity and the area around Corinna
marks the northern point where the
famous Huon pine grows. Once heavily
felled by piners (wood-gathers), the Huon
pine is now protected as its one of the
slowest growing (up to two millimetres a
year) and one of the longest living plants
in the world. A tree found in Tassie’s
southwest was dated at 3,462 years old!
It’s with this knowledge I board the
Arcadia II, a 17m vessel built in 1939 of
Huon pine, for a cruise up the Pieman
River for a closer look at these legendary
trees. The commentary is filled with
interesting stories of the areas history
and it’s a chance to learn more about the
ancient forest. The highlight of the cruise
is the 90 minute stop at the river mouth
as it gives you an opportunity to wander
through the timber graveyard of washed
up logs from the river and to witness
firsthand the fury of the Roaring Forties
as it pummels the coastline.
The following day I hit the river again
but this time under my own power. As I
kayak along, I’m blown away by how
unspoilt the forest is, and when the sun
finally emerges from behind grey skies
the river reveals another layer of beauty.
The best time for paddling is in the
morning before the breeze picks up.
Head up the Savage River and uncover
the rusted wreck of the SS Croydon, or tie
up and explore walking trails as a
combined excursion. A trip to Lovers
Falls is a treat and if you want to blow out
some cobwebs in your shoulders, is well
worth the effort.
The graded walks range from a
wheelchair accessible Huon Pine Walk,
which starts nearby the Tarkine Hotel, or
if you’re fidgety from lack of texting
action, take the four hour return hike up
to Mt Donaldson for a birds eye view of
the surrounds from the summit.

Things to do:
• River cruise on the
Arcadia II to the wild
west coast.
• Kayaking on the Pieman
River and its tributaries.
• A variety of graded
bushwalks.
• Fishing.

Although summer is the most popular
time to visit, Corinna is a year round
destination. Retreats are cosy with blazing
gas fires, which also come in handy in
autumn and spring when it can be quite
chilly, and there are verandahs and lots of
deck space at the Tarkine Hotel for warmer
weather.
Don’t
expect
nightly
entertainment in this remote outpost, the

restaurant is deserted by 9pm even though
it’s still light outside in summer.
Our group is happy for early nights and
at first it feels odd to be retiring when it’s
barely dark. To be honest, breathing the
cleanest air in the world is hard work and
with no need to check emails, Facebook,
or phone messages, I sleep the sleep of
the dead.

Corinna Wilderness Lodge accommodation options:
•
•
•
•

One or two bedroom eco-friendly retreats.
Original miners cottages.
The old pub- for large group bookings or guesthouse style lodge with single and double rooms.
Camping – limited sites, bookings essential.

www.corinna.com.au
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