(Where, Oh Where? )

GLAMPING IT UP
ON SYDNEY HARBOUR

Toni Krasicki checks in to Sydney’s Cockatoo Island
for million dollar views and a spot of island life – Sydney style.
nyone planning a visit to the
Emerald City will know it’s a tough
call deciding on where to stay. If you’re
keen to avoid the beach and city crowds
and experience a unique slice of Sydney
including killer harbour views, then a
touch of island life may be just the ticket.

A

Little known to even Sydneysiders until a few
years ago, Cockatoo Island, sitting adjacent
to Hunters Hill at the gateway to the
Parramatta River, has emerged as an ideal
event location and interesting destination.
A UNESCO world heritage listed site, the
island has accepted overnight visitors
since it began operating as an overflow
prison in 1839. On the upper part of the
island a well-preserved collection of
sandstone buildings were built to house
convicts and a recent excavation has
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uncovered a series of cells that were used
for solitary confinement.
Draped in several layers of fascinating
history, the place was primarily used for
shipbuilding and as a dockyard for over a
century.
Towering
ancient
cranes
scattered around the island are
reminiscent of this era, and the many old
workshops have been revived with some
occupied by businesses and others used
for events and exhibitions.
The mother of all art festivals, The
Biennale, has transformed the island for
at least the last three, and has helped not
only showcase the impressive industrial
infrastructure but has drawn attention to
the island’s other features which make it
both an attractive place to hang out for
the day or as an overnight destination.

Only a short ferry ride from the city
centre, Cockatoo Island feels like a world
away from the hustle and bustle of city
life. The campground just to the right of
the ferry wharf offers a range of camping
options that covers everyone’s budget.
Several years ago I brought my own tent
and gear across but this time I’m leaving
the hard work to the Cockatoo Island staff
and set myself up with their top end
glamping package.
My safari-style tent has room enough for
two and boasts uninterrupted harbour
views where I can laze back in a comfy
sun lounge watching harbour life go by.
Compared to my normal style of camping
this is very civilised with a couple of snug
beds, white sheets, a pillow, a towel, and
even complimentary toiletries and a
lantern so you can light up your tent

when the sun goes down.
You can order BBQ breakfast and
dinner packs if you want to travel
light and the well-equipped camp
kitchen has most of what you need
in the way of refrigeration and
cooking facilities, but BYO eating
utensils.
Just because you’re on an island,
don’t expect the quiet and solitude
of the country. Sound travels
brilliantly, or not, across water, so
expect city sirens not to mention
the airport flight path between
11pm and 5am. What will also
surprise you is how much louder
harbour craft sound. Damn those
folks getting about in speedboats
pre dawn?
But, if you need more than a canvas
wall between you and the elements,
there’s always the Heritage House
and the apartments up on the hill
for a more private stay.
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NEED TO KNOW...
Harbour-front camping options:
•
Glamping starts at $150 p/n for a two-person tent and family two-bedroom glamping
tents start at $310 p/n.
•
Mini-glamping starts at $130 p/n.
•
Camping packages start at $89 p/n.
•
BYO tent camping sites start at $45 p/n.
Other accommodation options:
•
Heritage Holiday Houses
•
Apartments

Getting there:
Regular ferry services leave from Circular Quay and inner harbour wharfs, or take a water
taxi, BYO boat or kayak.
Cockatoo Island summer activities:
•
Free summer activity program throughout January where you can expect steam
crane demonstrations and campfire songs.
•
Wanderlust Yoga Festival 22-25 February.
•
NIDA workshops.
•
Dog-leg Cinema featuring historical videos of Cockatoo Island.
For more information visit www.cockatooisland.gov.au
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